. Loftrep
‘Aarden family of pigeons. _ : .
Who has not heard of the legendary and romantic story, -of dan Aarden of

with Zilvervosje) and later Burgemeesters Boels. The Jan Aarden pigeons, were

to become some of the most successful and sought after long-distance pigeons
worldwide. There are S0 many fan_c_l_ers that owe their success o this family of

friend of Jan Aarden and was able to obtain the best from his friend. Van Agtmaal
gave Marijn van Geel five €ggs, two of which later became the sire and dam of
. the famous ‘500°, a very successful racer and excellent breeder. Four more

youngsters were received from van Agtmaal. It was with these pigeons that van

0 Geel formed the base of his family which were to bec_ome some of the best long-
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el & Tony Harte, admiring the portait of The Legendary Dolle.
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The racing lofts of Martha van Geel,

rt on Martha van Geel — the never ending -#tory of the Jan

_ fanciers were very successful with the desceszmsis

True to type and performance. This incredibis =
Bonte 62, Lange, Old 54, Old 59, Viekie, e
famous was The Legendary Dolle. In 1967 1
was born in Nieuw Vossemeer, NL67-205255+ =
because after the race, he used to fly arouns s,
because of his rich eye colour. physigue and =
a breeder in 1971, then in 1974 he won 1%
National Dax. Then in 1975, Marijn took a gar
road again, even after these super restits.
National St Vincent and won a car. Then ¢
National Dax, just missing out on another car
offered huge sums of money for this champion #a=
Dolle was refired to the stock loft, to repay fis -
paired to different hens, including his own

Stevens had a couple of eggs and had a son o7 7
gave him many years of success, but the icing o e
being with one of the descendants winning 7g ¢
International Barcelona. Wim van Leewen, in
National and 16th International Barceiqna_hez}s:_ %
2 won 8th National and 24th International Barcaioms
1st National St Vincent and 2nd National Dax_ 6= =
International Barcelona, all decendants of The Dol &5
Geel won 12th National Barcelona st with the se=e &
After the death of Marijn van Geel in 1983, compes

National Dax, also winning a car, This was from 2 coce
a descendant of The Dolle and on the dam’s siz= =
Blood will tell! Following the remarkable results ach & :
with fanciers worldwide trying to buy the much soess =
these exceptional long-distance pigeons. [n 1222 i
and put all the stock and race pigeons in public 2. -~
was a record auction. However, Martha, was nai i=s-
pigeon sport just yet. Tagether with some yeung b
she purchased from the auction, Martha was determings
a fop fancier, in her own right. Move forward to 2077
assisted by her partner Heinz, silf competing and wisrine 3
the hotbed of long distance racing, Holland. The cioos mes _mganda
Dolle have been carried through to five generations. | EE ke Wahe will
inbreed, such as father to daughter, for stock and foe DEvlimae B ooiicy of
only infroducing the Jan Aarden Type pigeons for an socue =g S

as an old Aarden pigeon, Quasimodo from Frons Howoe
Zilvervosie Meesters, one of the base Pigeons of dar San
Dommellen, ancther very successful long-distancs ca
Kouters & Son and more recently from Frans Belizi=
champion. The only pigeons kept are of the extrem= lomg dalean
and the pigeons are not raced on the short or migde o
pigeons sent to the club races, only for fraining. Marbn iy
birds, i.e. 65 old birds and 60 yearlings and these ar= br vl :
old birds will be expected to race 400km, 600km ar aiter ot i o ol

International races, as 2ys with a maximum of w‘mm T ¢ two
races. Pau, Agen, St Vincent, Marseille, Narbonne;,-FW &ns of course

Barcelona 1150km, but only when they are 3y. The yestins = mmweted 1o
face up {0 a maximum of 800/900km. Some 120 young g mee Soaet Ty tho
race team which will be expected to have twofthres races = B e faces

Inside view of the racing foft of Martha van Geel.




?ﬁe'Legendary Dolle of Martha van Geel.

at 240km and one/two races at 400km. The old birds will be given some training

tosses before or during the race season, but will not be clocked. However, 8-10
pairs are raced on the natural system and some of the hens might be given

two/three training tosses at around 30km, a couple of days before the race. The

old birds are loft trained for one hour twice a day and the young birds are loft

trained for one hour, once a day. The pigeons are fed a local mixture froma

Belgian factory, which is a strong food, full of fat, together with Super Diet and'
mixed with Mariman sport mix. Then three/four days before a race, they will have
some oil on the food together with some rapeseed, peanuts, soya, sunflower and
small seeds. The pigeons are only treated for medication, as and when
necessary, with twofthree visits to the Veterinary Dr Peters, Belgium, each
season. Supplemems of apple cider vinegar, natural tea and Rohnfried,

Usnegano are also given. in 2015, Quasimodo Boy, won 16th National and 27th

British Homing World, December 1st, 2017 5!

Martha van Geel, together with her partner, Heinz, outside of the racing loft:

The 55555, who flew 3 x Barcelona 2 x Perpignan, what a super famiily. In 201
Martha van Geel had six pigeons’ in the first 100 places National an
International and was 7th National Marathon Champion. This championship i

~only for the first and second designated, so is very difficult and only covers fot
- races. In 2017 it only gets better with 15 times in the first 100 places, Nation:
‘and International, including 13th, 37th and 52nd, National Marseille, plus 2n
_and 9th with the hens; 25th Natlonal Agen, (yearlings) and 251:1’1 National, ¢

Vincent. This will result in Martha going 1o the podium of the ZLU prizegiving, n

fewer than four times, the culmination of a very successful season.

If you look at the montage, Pyrenseen Toppers 2015-2016, whic
accompanies this article, it will be evident that the Dolle Dynasty lives on ¢
Nieuw Vossemeer, the family home of the Jan Aarden pigeons. Anyone wh
owns a Martha van Geel pigeon owns a piece of Jan Aarden history an
amazingly, the success story centmuesl :
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International Barcelona and is now in the breeding loft, together with his brother,
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Montage of Martha van Gee.“s 2016 toppers. '






